Emergency neurosurgical care in patients treated with apixaban: report of 2 cases.
A debate has emerged regarding the safety profile of direct anticoagulants, which are increasingly prescribed for the prevention of thromboembolic events. Despite favorable safety data derived from controlled clinical trials, the absence of specific antidotes for the management of hemorrhagic complications represents a major challenge for emergency physicians. Here, we present the first report on patients treated with the direct factor Xa inhibitor apixaban and conditions requiring urgent neurosurgical intervention (intracerebral hemorrhage, n = 1; subdural hematoma, n = 1). Prothrombin complex concentrates were administered before surgery, and both patients had a favorable postsurgical course without bleeding or thromboembolic complications. Further studies are needed, but this approach seems to be suitable for the emergency management of apixaban-associated intracranial hemorrhage.